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Description 

Senate File 173 assesses a brain injury surcharge and establishes a Brain Injury Surcharge 
Fund under the authority of the Department of Public Health to be used to provide ongoing 
support for the Advisory Council on Brain Injuries and associated activities.   

Background 

1. There were 15,412 convictions for Operating While Intoxicated (OWI) offenses in FY 2004. 
2. A $25 surcharge will be assessed for convictions or deferred judgments for the offense of 

OWI. 

Assumptions 

1. The cumulative collection rate for this scheduled traffic offense in year one is 71.0%, year 
two is 80.7%, and year three and thereafter is 86.6%. 

2. The law will become effective July 1, 2005.  A lag effect of six months is assumed from the 
law’s effective date.  The first full year of collections will not occur until the third year. 

3. The Department of Public Health will utilize the additional funds generated by the surcharge 
for various initiatives recommended by the Advisory Council on Brain Injuries, including 
support for the Iowa Brain Injury Resource Network, support groups, prevention grants, 
public awareness, professional training, and additional administrative costs for data 
collection, analysis, and management of prevention activities. 

Fiscal Impact 

Senate File 173 is expected to generate the following revenue from the $25 surcharge to be 
deposited into the Brain Injury Surcharge Fund: 
 

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
274,000$   585,000$   645,000$   

Brain Injury Surcharge Fund Revenues

 
 

The Department of Public Health anticipates the revenues from the Brain Injury Surcharge Fund 
would be utilized for FY 2006 and FY 2007 as follows: 
 

Anticipated Expenditures FY 2006 FY 2007

Brain Injury Resource Network 150,000$      200,000$      
Support Groups 0 150,000
Prevention Grants 89,000 150,000
Epidemiologist - 0.5 FTE Position 35,000 35,000
Comm. Health Consultant - 1.0 FTE Position 0 50,000
Total 274,000$      585,000$      

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Sources 

Department of Human Rights, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning 
Department of Public Health 
 

/s/  Holly M. Lyons 
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